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As an agency, Arms Wide Adoption Services 

celebrated many milestones in 2017: We 

celebrated our 40th anniversary; we celebrated 

our strong reputation as Spaulding for Children; 

we celebrated starting a new chapter as Arms 

Wide Adoption Services; we celebrated placing 

our 2,100th child with their forever family; and 

we celebrated devoted staff and eager new team 

members. However, achieving these milestones 

only brought brief smiles, because in the back 

of our minds are the 7,200 children across Texas 

who are still waiting for their forever family.

We have a lot of work to do. With our new name 

came investments in our mission of transforming 

the lives of children in need of safe and nurturing 

adoptive families. Now, our staff members 

spend a lot more time talking about who we are, 

rather than who we aren’t. Compared to 2016, 

our mission is touching a lot more people. Since 

launching our new website under the Arms Wide 

Adoption Services name, our website traffic 

has increased nearly ten fold. Our new name 

makes it easier for families to find us and quickly 

understand what we do and the services we 

provide. This gives me a lot of hope.

In the child welfare space, it’s easy to lose hope. 

Hope is even easier to lose when faced with 

natural disasters like Hurricane Harvey. Although 

the impact on our current staff and families 

was minimal, our community came to halt. As 

beautiful as it was to see everyone stop to help 

their neighbors, we can’t help but think of the 

additional uncertainty foster children faced due 

to the setbacks Hurricane Harvey caused in our 

state.

As Texas continues to heal, my hope strengthens. 

As I look ahead to 2018, I am excited about what 

we will celebrate this year. With a new brand 

and the awareness built around our mission, I 

am certain more prospective families will come 

through our doors. 2017 was dedicated to raising 

more awareness about who we are. 2018 is 

dedicated to ensuring more children experience 

the joys of having a loving family to call their 

own.

Thank you for your continued support and 

dedication to Arms Wide Adoption Services and 

to the children in our community that need your 

help. Together, we can continue to celebrate 

families fulfilled. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Vikki Finley 

President and CEO

In 2017, Arms Wide Adoption Services, formerly Spaulding for Children, 
celebrated 40 years of transforming the lives of children in need of safe 
and nurturing adoptive families, but there's more work to be done.

A Letter From The 
President and CEO
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Celebrating 
Families Fulfilled.

FULFILLING FAMILIES
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Meant To Be Mya
 
Mildred and Mya Define Adoption

Adoption (a dop’ tion) n.

1. Building a family through the process of concentrated, dedicated, 

enduring love, rather than biology. 

 

Mildred made the decision to adopt because she wanted to provide 

a child in need with a loving and caring home. Her journey to adopt 

officially began when she accepted her first and last emergency foster 

care placement of a 2-month-old, multi-racial girl named Mya. Mildred 

admits times throughout the journey were not easy, but she believes the 

family she has now is truly meant to be. Today, Mya is two years old and 

thriving in her forever home:

 “During the course of this journey we have had plenty of sleepless 

nights,” Mildred said. “We have learned to crawl, walk, and talk; we have 

celebrated birthdays and countless holidays, and traveled many places 

together. More importantly, we have experienced this journey as a 

family. Since day one Mya has been a part of every aspect of our lives.”

Mildred said she is relieved that the adoption is finalized. Her favorite part 

of the journey was Mya’s adoption day, the moment Mya legally became 

Mildred’s daughter and was no longer her foster child. When asked to 

describe the moment she knew everything was meant to be, Mildred said:

“When I was finally able to sign Mya’s last name the same as mine.”

Now that Mya is a toddler, they spend a lot of time coloring, playing 

together, and visiting places that consume Mya’s abundance of energy. 

Mya has become an expert talker. They continue to go everywhere 

together – from attending picnics, going to church, attending baby 

showers, or participating in cultural fundraising walks while Mya is in the 

stroller.

As the final note to her adoption journey, Mildred wanted to leave 

potential adoptive families with a little bit of advice:

“Adoption means choosing to love another individual without biases 

and despite imperfections.” Mildred said. “Be flexible, have a sense of 

humor, don’t sweat the small stuff and keep smiling.”

If you are interested in learning how you can become a foster or  
adoptive parent, please call 713-681-6991 for more information.

In 2017, Arms Wide Adoption 

Services celebrated its 40th 

anniversary. Since its inception, 

Arms Wide has placed more than 

2,100 foster care children, like Mya, 

with their forever families.  This is 

thanks to the love and support of 

people like you!
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FULLFILLING FAMILIES

2017 
Program 
Outcomes

Foster Care
The Foster Care program provided through 

our Houston office supports our mission by 

providing a safe haven home for abused or 

neglected children who have been removed 

from their birth homes and placed in the 

protective custody of the State of Texas. 

In 2017, Arms Wide’s Foster Care Program:

•  Provided 9,836 days of care for 61 children in the 
Greater Houston area

•  Facilitated the adoption of 18 children who were 
adopted by their foster parents

•  Maintained a superior success rate in which 100% 
of children were safe in care

Special Needs Adoption
Adoption services are provided through 

our Houston and South Texas offices which 

serve 32 counties in Texas. The Special 

Needs Adoption Program consists of several 

components: recruitment, training, placement, 

and finalization. These services are offered free 

of charge to families, eliminating significant 

financial barriers for prospective parents.

In 2017, the Special Needs Adoption Program:

•  Placed 37 children in permanent families
•  Finalized 39 adoptions where children officially 

became part of their forever families
•  Maintained a superior success rate in which 95% of 

adoptive placements became finalized adoptions

04 0414 1601 09
Largest 
placement was
4 siblings

Largest 
placement was 
4 siblings

Oldest child 
was 14 years old

Oldest child was 
16 years old

Youngest child 
was 1 day old

Youngest child 
was 9 months old
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   TAMMY & TIMMY

477
3,166

99%
Provided post 
adoption services 
to 477 children

Provided 3,166 
hours of case 
management 
services

Enabled 99% of the children 
served by the Post Adoption 
program to remain with their 
adoptive families

Post Adoption 
Post Adoption services are provided through 

our Houston and South Texas offices. Our Post 

Adoption program began in 1988 to provide 

on-going support to children who were adopted 

from the Texas foster care system and their 

adoptive parents. The program is designed 

to protect, strengthen and preserve the new 

adoptive families so that they may remain 

together. 

In 2017, the Post Adoption Program provided:

• 1,030 hours of therapy 
• 778 days of respite services
• 54 days of care in a Residential Treatment Center
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FULFILLING FAMILIES

Revenue & Expenses

Revenue

Government Service Fees $1,372,013 

Contributions 821,834 

United Way 197,044 

Investment Income 58,903 

Program Service Fees 8,460

Total Support and Revenue $2,458,254

Expenses

Post Adoption / Post Permanency $865,132 

Foster Care 823,298 

Adoption 479,225 

Management and General Costs 366,652

Total Expenses $2,534,307

56%

33%

08%

02% 

01%

34%

32%

20%

14%
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$100,000 +

Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption

United Way of Greater Houston

$50,000-$99,999

Touchdown Houston

$25,000-$49,999

The Clayton Fund, Inc.

The George Foundation

Henderson-Wessendorff Foundation

Houston Endowment, Inc.

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church

Mustang Cat Charitable Fund

$10,000-$24,999

Ascend Performance Materials

Coastal Bend Community Foundation

George and Mary Josephine Hamman 
Foundation

IndemCo

John G. and Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial 
Foundation

John P. McGovern Foundation

Ruth and Anthony Nocella

Opportune LLP

The John M. O'Quinn Foundation

Renaissance Offshore

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Sterling-Turner Foundation

Valero Energy Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

Amegy Bank of Texas

Behmann Brothers Foundation, Inc.

ConocoPhillips

EnCap Investments

Fort Bend Cares

Frost Bank

Fuelco

Greenfield Midstream

Albert and Ethel Herzstein Charitable 
Foundation

Kayne Anderson Energy Funds

Kim and Scott Martin

Terri and Graham Moore

SET Environmental, Inc.

The Herman and Patsy Smith 
Charitable Foundation

Spark Energy, Inc.

Strake Foundation

Linda Webster

Randa Weiner

Vivian L. Smith Foundation

$1,000-$4,999

Andrews Foundation

Bonnie Berry

Amanda and Robert Brock

Cristina Buaas

Bud Light/Silver Eagle Distributors

Lois and Alton Buerhing

Chevron Matching Employee Funds

Cathy Cleary

Coastal Bend Combined Federal 
Campaign

Jana Cogburn

Conroe Family Medicine, PA

Carol Cooley

Laura and Mark Dobbins

Angela and Robert Dunlap

Tasheaya and Scott Ellison

Tracy Everist

Amy and Daniel Ferber

Vikki and Ken Finley

Selme and Shaun Finnie

First Colony Church of Christ*

Margaret Funderberg and Jeffrey 
McMahon

Global Ministries

Halcon Resources

Jeremy Ham

Debbie Hance

Naomi and Jeffrey J. Hewitt

Brittany Hildebrand

Richard Holt and Mark McMasters

Kelly and Jason Hubbard

Frances Jeter

Jennifer Johnson

Lori Johnson

Steve Kennedy

Robin and Danny Klaes

Yemi and Ayodele Koyejo

KPRC-TV Channel 2

Elizabeth and Paul Labanowski

The Ladies' Association of the 
Petroleum Club of Houston

Bette and Phil Lehmberg*

Our heartfelt thanks to the 
following donors who made 
gifts between January 1 
and December 31, 2017: 

Blair and Bryan Loocke

Kristen and Joe Lyons

Will Maxwell

McGriff, Seibels & Williams, Inc.

Missouri Street Church of Christ*

Nicole Montgomery

Felecia and Ronell Peters

Lisa and David Pitts

Rashad Rahman

Suzann Cooley Richardson

Nora Rincon-Crawford

Christinia and Eric Roddiger

Liz and Brian Romere

Ron Romere

Melissa Sawyer Skidmore

Kathy Schenck and David Glassford

Jenny and John Seo

Diane Shapiro

Leah Shapiro

Shell Oil Company Matching Gifts

Josh Sherman

Prem Shroff

Caroline and Justin Simons

Suzie Sinclair

Jeff Sinda

Carolyn and Garry Tanner

TDIndustries, Inc.

Thayer O'Neal Company PLLC

Michael Tsang

Janie and Kenneth Valach

H. Richard Walton

Leslye Weaver

Wells Fargo Bank

Lori and Pat Willey*

Trace Williams

Michele Womack

$250-$999

Siva Barnwell Adams

Karina and Riz Amanullah

Lynn Anderson and John Galbraith

Becky and Truman Arnold

Carl Bassewitz

Mike Beirne

Kristine and Jeff Bird

Susan Blair

Amy Blumrosen

Marie Bosarge

Pam and Murray Brasseux

2017
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Cathy Brock

Meredith and Joe Burgents

Patricia Clarke

Candi A. Clement*

Scott Clymer*

Coastal Bend SECC

John Colucci

Julie Comiskey

Luke Cone

County of Nueces

Rosalind and Thomas A. Daigneault

Mary S. and Jack Dawson

Arva and Emanuel Dearborne

Noel and Early Denison

Sylvia and Jeffrey Dennes

Brooks Despot

Michael Dignam

Kris and Christopher Dillon

Ramsay M. Elder

Jennifer Elskes and Steve Lukingbeal

Catharine and Grant Faulconer

Evelyn Fasnacht

Ronald Gallo*

Kim and Todd Gibson

Donna Grehn

Brooke and Jeff Gunst

Joyce and Eric Haufrecht

Haymaker Minerals & Royalties

Robert Hernandez*

Sharon and Jim Hibbert

Susan Holley

Heather Holmes

Katie and Kurt Hueni

James Humphrey

Kim Hunter

Pamela Johnson

Kendra Scott LLC

Shannon and Cooper Kinney

Gibson Laborde

Sidney Lacey

Le Amiche Club

Virginia Leffler

Irene Liberatos

Lockton Companies

The Louis Family

Gloria and Samuel Luna

Karen Maston and Kelsey Wright

Mike McCabe

Matt McLeod

Glenn Mealey

Trini Mendenhall

Jamila S. Mensah

Christine Milliner

Molly Montgomery

Melissa and Joey Neeley

Helen Norris

Julie and Joseph Norton

Amanda Oakley

Connor Oglesby

Kathleen and Rufus Oliver

Corine Prieto

Nancy Pustka

Solon Rasco*

Virginia Y. Reper

Scotty Reynolds

Annie and Will Richardson

Mary Ellen and Robert Ried

Emma Roane

Allyn Roberts

Anne Romano

Mary Ann Ryerson

Linda and Tom Shelton

Christina and Charles Sievert

SunTrust Bank

Kendall Tamlyn

Amelia and Trey Tomjanovich

Trial Team Aps

Gigi and Jose Valera

Laurie Vander Ploeg

Deborah Waheed

Michelle Wait

Bronwyn and Roy Walker

The Webb Family

Deanne White

Aron Will

Carol and David Willis

Gabrielle Wines

Ben Yoesel

Agnes and Joe Zarcaro

$100-$249

Dorothy Ables

Cynthia Adkins

Jessica Adkins

Mohammad Amanullah

Crystal Anthony

AT&T Employee Matching Gifts

Shannon and Zach Barilleau

Guy Barni

Will Barto

Frank Battaglia

Matt Bauerschlag

Kari and David Beck

Cindy Benavides

Gayla Bentley

BEX Circle Friends

Frank Billingsley

Jennifer and Dan Blum

Veronica Bourne

Deborah Brown

Lucy Chambers

Nielo Chow

Allen Clark

Shauna Clark

Whitney and Allen Clark

Cindi and Bob Colvin

Sarah Cooper

Kay Crain and Larry Kinney

Laurie and John Cullen

Matthew Cuocci 

Lisa Curry

Renée S. Davis

Jillian and Christopher Day

The Dearmond Family

John deMontel

Lisa Duchman

Stephanie Duran

Elizabeth Durham

Billy Easter

Eckstein Family

Damon Ellis

Yasmeen Farukh

Tim Finley

Angela Fox

Connie Funk

Jennifer Gaut

Joshua Gibbons

Sandy Gibbs

Stephen Godfrey

Patricia Gorzycki

Shanna Graves

Jackie Gravois

Halliburton Giving Choices Match

Ever Hernandez*

Suzy Hill

Justin Hong

Sally Hopper

Stacy Humphries

Linda Hunsaker

Rodney Johnson

Robbyn and Damon Johnson

Laurie and David Jones

Myrtle Jones

Ben Kohnle

Lily and Hamid Kooros

Edward J. Kroger

Dash Lane

Stephanie and Richard Langenstein

Gregg Laswell

Cory LeBouf

Joy Lee

David Mailman

Pam and Chuck Malamut

Lisa Marcelli

Roderick Martin

Kristin McLaurin

Harry McMahan

Cheryl McPhail

Camille Mikhail

Ryan Miller

Rachael Montgomery

Jill Morell

Virginia Morrison

Jane and Bert Moser

Tina Nguyen

Tammy Norman

Heidi Obie

Laura and Ralph Overturf

Mary Parsons

Mark Paull

Julie Peacock

Susan and Ward Pennebaker

Toni and Kiet Pham

Stephanie Phillips

Lakshmi Picoli

Andy Pinto

Paria Raffiee

Noël Rankin

Timothy Raub

Shekita Rawls

Patricia Ricks

Letty Rodriguez

Peggy Roe

FULFILLING FAMILIES *denotes monthly givers
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Joanna Rose

Lynn Russell

Gloria Ryan

Jaleh and Bruce Sallee

Kirsten and Adam Schachter

Scott Schaefer*

Miles Sedillo

Jordan Seff

S. Zunaid Sheikh

Raoul Shroff

Tambrey and John Sims

Gwen Skillern

Jackie and Harry Steiner

Casey Stewart

Melanie Stiles

Anna Strauss

Karen Sumner

Susan and Evans Swann

Sharmagne Taylor

Sue Carol Thompson

Mary Tipps

Molly and David Tipps

Jovon Tyler

Mary and Robert Vasquez

Ally and Billy Vranish

Shelia Warner

Michelle Wasaff

Lisa Webre

Joanne and Welcome Wilson

Patsy Winn

Karen Winston

Darin Zanovich

Gifts In Honor Of

BOB BARKER

     Loreta and Ronald Rea

LOU EASTER

     Billy Easter

MR. AND MRS. NORMAN  
GARNER

     Mr. and Mrs. William E.  
     Penland

ROSIE AND EUGENE  
LACEY

     Sidney Lacey

BLAIR LOOCKE

     Brooke Bentley Gunst

LINWOOD OLSON

     Kathleen and Rufus Oliver

LYNN AND PHIL MILLER

     Chris Miller

     Rhonda Underwood

ANTHONY NORRIS

     Helen Norris

CORINE PRIETO

     The Professional Group

ANNIE RICHARDSON

     Renèe S. Davis

     Laurie Vander Ploeg

     Peggy Roe

SUZANN COOLEY  
RICHARDSON

     Renèe S. Davis

Gifts In Memory Of

FLORENCE AND ROY  
BLANTON

     Laura and Mark Dobbins

TANA FINLEY

     Tim Finley

JOHN D. NYE

     Betty and Landis Brindle

     BEX Circle Friends

     Meredith and Joe Burgents

     Kathy Checchio

     Patricia Byrnes Clarke

     Debbie and Gabe DiTomasso

     Roland, Eileen & Eckstein Family

     The Hess Family

     Pam and Chuck Malamut

     Derek Nye

     Lois Paolella

     Nancy Seifert

     Jacquelyn and Harry Steiner

     Marilyn and William Stewart

     Trial Team Aps

     Judith and Roland Treharne

     Starr Tyrell

     Lisa Waechter

     Lynn and John Walters

     The Wunder Family

MARY SUAREZ

     Jo Chevalier

Gifts In-Kind

á bientôt

Aerodrome Ice Skating Complex

The Alley Theatre

ARMANDOS

Arnaldo Richards' PICOS

Bear Creek Baptist Church

Chapter AE, PEO

The Children's Museum of Houston

Connolly Dance Arts, Inc.

Contemporary Arts Museum Houston

Coushatta Casino Resort

Crave Cupcakes

Crutchfield Capital Corporation

Da Camera

The Dance Whisperer

Discover Gymnastics

Disneyland

Eliana's Salon

George Ranch Historical Park

GNW Premier Trading

Grand Lux Cafe

Gringo's Mexican Kitchen

Guadalajara Hacienda

Hal Martin's Watch & Jewelry

Hamilton Shirts

H-E-B / Central Market

Holly Blue Academy

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft

Houston Rockets

iPic Entertainment

Joyce's Seafood & Steaks

Tim Kana

Tina and Steve Keil

Robin and Danny Klaes

KROGER

Laurenzo's El Tiempo

Le Amiche Club

Magnum Forge

Main Event Entertainment

Main Street Theatre

Marchesa Jewelry

Mariquita Masterson

Memorial Assistance Ministries

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church

Mister Car Wash

The Moody Mansion Museum

Thurman Nassoiy and Brenda Robinson

Kaysie and Jady Nelson

Niko Niko's

Ruth and Anthony J. Nocella and Friends

Pepperoni's Pizza

Jessica Phillips

Purplehealth

Rack Room Shoes

Randalls Food Market

The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company

Al Rucker Foundation

Sam Houston Race Park

Sensia Studio & Japanese Day Spa

Smiles By Canada

Spec's Wine Spirits & Finer Foods

St. Francis Episcopal Day School

Steve Madden, Ltd.

Tango & Malbec

Taste of Texas Restaurant

Texas Renaissance Festival

Theatre Under the Stars

Uchi

Vineyard Vines

Melinda and Bob Wolfram

YMCA Camp Cullen

 
We appreciate your tremendous 
support. We could not place the 
children we work with in forever 

families without you 
 

Thanks again!
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