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"I could not have done this without 
the continued support I received from 

everyone at Arms Wide Adoption 
Services. Thank you so very much!  

I am so appreciative!"
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GREATER HOUSTON  •  SOUTH TEXAS

A shift from last year's focus on rebranding 

and awareness building, 2018 was dedicated to 

ensuring more children experience the joy of 

having a loving family to call their own.

As the Greater Houston and South Texas 

communities healed from the heartbreak of 

Hurricane Harvey, Arms Wide Adoption Services 

was faced with challenges: Families rebuilding 

their flooded homes, an uncertain economic 

climate, and local court systems playing catchup. 

No matter the challenges, Arms Wide Adoption 

Services continued to press on, because we 

believe every one of the 7,000+ foster children 

in Texas waiting to be adopted should not wait a 

moment longer to find their forever family.

To meet the staggering number of waiting kids, 

we ramped up our family recruitment and training 

efforts. We offered more Information Meetings 

outside of our usual spots, and we continued to 

make investments in marketing so families could 

more easily find us when they were ready to start 

their adoption journey.

Arms Wide Adoption Services also celebrated 

extremely successful outcomes for children 

serviced by our programs in 2018. We maintained 

a superior success rates in which 100% of 

children were safe in care, 100% of placements 

became finalized adoptions, and 99% of children 

served by our Post Adoption program remained 

with their adoptive families. We strongly believe 

this is because we're one of the only agencies 

offering a holistic end-to-end approach.

In 2018, Arms Wide Adoption Services 

celebrated record-breaking fundraising efforts. 

As government funding continues to decline, 

we turned to our supporters for help, and you 

showed up big. From two record-breaking 

special events to increases in Coastal Bend Day 

of Giving and annual giving, we feel incredibly 

lucky you chose to support the work we do to 

transform kids' lives. There is no way Arms Wide 

Adoption Services could achieve its mission 

without you – our generous and steadfast 

supporters.

So thank you for your continued support and 

dedication to Arms Wide Adoption Services 

and, most importantly, to the children in our 

community who need your help. Together, we 

can continue to celebrate families fulfilled. I look 

forward to overcoming more challenges and 

celebrating even greater successes with you in 

2019.

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Vikki Finley

Arms Wide Adoption Services has been transforming the lives of children 
in need of safe and nurturing adoptive families for 41 years. 2018 came with 
some challenges, but Arms Wide Adoption Services remains thankful for its 
supporters who enable us to connect kids with their forever  families.

A Letter From The 
President and CEO
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Celebrating 
Families Fulfilled.

FULFILLING FAMILIES

The Fiumara Family - August 2018 The Garza Family - March 2018

The Rogers Family - May 2018 The Golden Family - May 2018

The Garza Family - May 2018 The Caffrey Family - December 2018
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HOUSTON  •  CORPUS CHRISTI  •  RIO GRANDE VALLEY

GREATER HOUSTON  •  SOUTH TEXAS

The Martin Family
 
The Positives Far Outweigh The Negatives

When Rod, a caseworker at Arms Wide Adoption Services, agreed 
to drive a six-year-old named Steven to an Astros game, he didn’t 
realize he was about to meet his son. However, as soon as Steven 
hopped in the backseat, Rod knew this kid was special.

“He immediately started to hum to the music on the radio,” Rod recalls.  
“I was impressed that he had that kind of rhythm at his young age.”

Rod has worked for Arms Wide Adoption Services since January 
1995, so he felt prepared to adopt. He found his career at Arms 
Wide Adoption Services due to his passion for foster care and 
adoption. Although he’s been at his position for 23 years, he still 
treasures the moment when a family is perfectly matched.

Before pursuing adoption to grow his own family, Rod gained plenty of experience as a caseworker. 
He witnessed parents inspired by a spiritual urge to give kids homes, while others were daunted by the 
difficulties children in foster care have experienced. He considered himself ready to go through the adoption 
process, but says when you’re adopting into your own family, “All your own advice goes out the door.” He had 
to learn to take up any and every resource that was available, and realized, despite his years of experience, he 
still needed plenty of help throughout his adoption journey.

During their pre-placement visits, the Martins took Steven to fun, family activities to bond with him. However, 
after the adoption, Steven had to adapt to a regular routine and an emphasis on his schoolwork. He was in 
first grade and faced educational challenges, since his foster parents hadn’t worked with him closely on his 
academics. Steven took time to realize that everyday wouldn’t be full of fun activities and that he couldn’t 
receive every toy or game he wanted. Rod remembers: “Once he realized he wasn’t going to get everything 
that he asked for, life leveled out somewhat.” As soon as Steven joined his forever home, he expressed his 
love for his new parents. Rod says:

"Adoption is a choice that isn’t a very easy choice to make,” Rod admits.  
“You give up part of yourself, your life, and your current family when you make the leap to adopt.”

But Rod believes it was all worthwhile, saying “the positives far outweigh the negatives.” The giving of your 
time and heart to a child in need? Rod says that’s “the most special part.” And that little boy humming in the 
back seat? It’s been eight years since they met, and Steven’s only grown more talented and assertive, and 
Rod’s eyes still twinkle when he talks about him. 
 
.

 
If you are interested in learning how you can become a foster or adoptive parent,  

please call 713-681-6991 for more information.
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FULLFILLING FAMILIES

2018 
Program 
Outcomes

Foster Care
The Foster Care program provided through 

our Houston office supports our mission by 

providing a safe haven home for abused or 

neglected children who have been removed 

from their birth homes and placed in the 

protective custody of the State of Texas. 

In 2018, Arms Wide’s Foster Care Program:

•  Provided 10,997 days of care for 63 children in 
the Greater Houston area

•  Facilitated the adoption of 13 children who were 
adopted by their foster parents

•  Maintained a superior success rate in which 100% 
of children were safe in care

Special Needs Adoption
Adoption services are provided through 

our Houston and South Texas offices which 

serve 32 counties in Texas. The Special 

Needs Adoption Program consists of several 

components: recruitment, training, placement, 

and finalization. These services are offered free 

of charge to families, eliminating significant 

financial barriers for prospective parents.

In 2018, the Special Needs Adoption Program:

•  Placed 24 children in permanent families
•  Finalized 22 adoptions where children officially 

became part of their forever families
•  Maintained a superior success rate in which 100% 

of placements became finalized adoptions

4 418 161 1
Largest 
placement was
4 siblings

Largest 
placement was 
4 siblings

Oldest child 
was 18 years old

Oldest child was 
16 years old

Youngest child 
was 1 day old

Youngest child 
was 1 year old
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   ANIYA & ARI’YANA

461
3,290

99%
Provided post 
adoption services 
to 461 children

Provided 3,290 
hours of case 
management 
services

Enabled 99% of the children 
served by the Post Adoption 
program to remain with their 
adoptive families

Post Adoption 
Post Adoption services are provided through 

our Houston and South Texas offices. Our Post 

Adoption program began in 1988 to provide 

on-going support to children who were adopted 

from the Texas foster care system and their 

adoptive families. The program is designed 

to protect, strengthen and preserve the new 

adoptive families so that they may remain 

together. 

In 2018, the Post Adoption Program provided:

• 1,016 hours of therapy 
• 834 days of respite services
• A therapeutic weekend of camp to 19 families

Post Permanency 
Post Permanency services are provided through 

our Houston and South Texas offices. Our Post 

Permanency program began in 2017 to provide 

on-going support to children who were placed 

in a Permanent Managing Conservatorship, 

where a judge appoints a person to be legally 

responsible for a child without adopting the child. 

The program is designed to protect, strengthen 

and preserve the new families so that they may 

remain together.

In 2018, the Post Permanency Program provided:

• Services to 1,341 children
• 1,072 hours of case management services
• 516 days of respite services
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FULFILLING FAMILIES

Revenue & Expenses

Revenue

Government Service Fees $1,494,565 

Contributions 1,046,806 

United Way 189,023 

Investment Income (12,874) 

Program Service Fees 9,240

Total Support and Revenue $2,726,760

Expenses

Post Adoption / Post Permanency $930,694 

Foster Care 852,336 

Adoption 601,448 

Management and General Costs 338,565

Total Expenses $2,723,043

55%

38%

  7%

<1% 

<1%

34%

31%

22%

13%

2018
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GREATER HOUSTON  •  SOUTH TEXAS*denotes monthly givers

$100,000 +

Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption

Texas Center for Child and Family Studies

United Way of Greater Houston

$25,000-$49,999

The Clayton Fund

John P. McGovern Foundation

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church

Ruth and Anthony J. Nocella

$10,000-$24,999

Amegy Bank

Ascend Performance Materials

Harry S. and Isabel C. Cameron 
Foundation

Coastal Bend Community Foundation

ConocoPhillips

The Enrico and Sandra di Portanova 
Charitable Foundation

Fant Foundation

Greenfield Midstream

George and Mary Josephine Hamman 
Foundation

Brittany Hildebrand

IndemCo

The Junior League of Houston, Inc.

The John G. & Marie Stella Kenedy 
Memorial Foundation

Opportune LLP

Valero Energy Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

Ananya Sarkar and Indy Chakrabarti

Sue Nan and Rod Cutsinger

EnCap Investments

Carolyn Faulk

Fuelco

Albert and Ethel Herzstein Charitable 
Foundation

Kayne Anderson

Robert W. & Pearl Wallis Knox Charitable 
Foundation

Kroger

Kim and Scott Martin

Tevia and Chris McLaren

Terri and Graham Moore

Norton Rose Fulbright

Stephanie and Jonathan Regan

Ron Romere

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
Flom LLP

The Herman and Patsy Smith 
Charitable Foundation 

Vivian L. Smith Foundation

Randa Weiner

$1,000-$4,999

Karina and Riz Amanullah

Andrews Foundation

Arch-Con Construction

Arthur J. Gallagher Foundation

Behmann Brothers Foundation, Inc.

Bonnie Berry

Jennifer and Dan Blum

Laurence and Henry Bragg

Michele Mendenhall Buckley

Lois and Al Buerhing

Burguières Family Foundation

Barbara Cavanagh

Chevron

Constellation Brands

Julie and Trey Comiskey

Carol Cooley

Laura and Mark Dobbins

Angela and Robert Dunlap

Tasheaya and Scott Ellison

Vikki and Ken Finley

First Colony Church of Christ*

Stephanie and Ryan Fleck

Fort Bend Forward, Inc.

Kathy Schenck and David Glassford

Susan G. Glesby

Lauren and Rob Gray

Brooke and Jeff Gunst

Elizabeth Hatfield

Hildebrand Fund

Tonja De Sloover and Adam Hricik

Kelly and Jason Hubbard

Stormy and David C. Hull Family 
Fund

Alex Jackson

Emily Kelley

Bette and Phil Lehmberg*

Elizabeth Cromwell Lester

Blair and Bryan Loocke

Gloria and Samuel Luna

Kristen and Joe Lyons

Yvonne and Jim McCleskey

McGriff, Seibels & Williams, Inc.

 

Our heartfelt thanks to the 
following donors who made 
gifts between January 1 
and December 31, 2018: 

Amelia and Jeremy McKnight

Margaret Funderberg and Jeffrey 
McMahon

Linda and Glenn Mealey

Missouri Street Church of Christ*

Nicole Montgomery

Andrejka Bernatova and David Mora

Linwood and John Olson

Felecia and Ronell Peters

Lisa and David Pitts

Corine Prieto

Suzann Cooley Richardson

Nora Rincon

Alisha and Jon Roberts

Liz and Brian Romere

Carolyn Sabat

Leslie and Shannon Sasser

Jenny and John Seo

Leah Shapiro

Shell Oil Company Foundation

Prem Shroff

Caroline and Justin Simons

Jeff Sinda

Southside Lions Club of Corpus 
Christi

Ste Michelle Wine Estates 

Carolyn and Garry Tanner

TDIndustries, Inc.

Trinchero Family Estates

Mayleen and Michael Tsang

W&T Offshore

H. Richard Walton

Shelly and Terry Webster

Wells Fargo

Lori and Patrick Willey*

Trace Williams

Myra Wilson

Jessica Wood

$250-$999

Carl Bassewitz

Kristen Berger

Randi and Kerry Bloom

Amy Blumrosen

Pam and Murray Brasseux

Heather and Karl Brensike

Ting Bresnahan

Patricia and William Byers

Alicia Castro

Kathy and Charles Chaffin

Bharati and Dinkar Chheda

2018
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FULLFILLING FAMILIES

Stacey Christ

Jack Christiansen

Shauna Clark

Candi A. Clement*

Alan Clymer*

Nellie Connally

County of Nueces

Rosalind and Tom Daigneault

Michelle, Jorge, and Eva Dearmond

Noel and Early Denison

Elizabeth DeStephens

Kris and Christopher Dillon

Ramsay M. Elder

Julia Engelbrink

Jana and Ben Exner

ExxonMobil Foundation

Catharine and Grant Faulconer

Amy and Daniel Ferber

Lynn Anderson and John Galbraith

Vivian and Allan Gallant

Ronald Gallo*

John Gayle

John Gaylord

Kim and Todd Gibson

Linda and Jack Gill

Griffin Haby

Haymaker Minerals & Royalties

Kontessa Haynes-Welsh

Jennifer and Sam Hendricks

Alexandra Inman

Marc Irvin

Julia Jacobson

Xianping Jiang

Pamela Johnson

Zelda G. Johnson

Lauren Jones

Tonya and Eric Jordan

Steve Kennedy

Sondos Nassef and Osama Khalifa

Beverly and Mike Koenig

Susan and Marvin Krasner

Emalee Krebs

Elizabeth and Paul Labanowski

Tracy Larson

Le Amiche Club

Irene Liberatos

Misty Lindenberger

Jennifer Elskes and Steve Lukingbeal

Don Mafrige, Jr.

Catherine and Matt Matthews

Allen May

Karen McCarthy

Ruthie and Adam Miller

John Montgomery

Whitney Morgan

Uncle Funky's Daughter

Debbie and Ken Neeley

Melissa and Joey Neeley

Julie and Joseph Norton*

Stephen Pace

Dylan and Andy Parker

Marsha and Charlie Parker

Estella Parsapour

Al Petrie

Porter Hedges LLP

Solon Rasco*

Carol and Ronnie Rauch

Jim Redman

Noelle M. Reed

Elizabeth Reneberg

Virginia Reper

Scotty Reynolds

Annie and Will Richardson

Mary Ellen and Robert Ried

Allyn Roberts

Gay and Bob Rod

Christinia and Eric Roddiger

Candice and Nick Rodriguez

Peggy Roe

Regina Rogers

Melanie Rother

Mary Ann Ryerson

Hossein Safadaran

Melissa Sawyer Skidmore

Barbara and William Schwind

Vikas Shah

Josh Sherman

Judith Shrader

Erin and Jacob Slosburg

Tammy and Scott Smith

Josh Snoddy

Liz Stepanian

Dick Stoneburner

Jennifer Swallen

Eric Carl Swanson*

Sally Anne Schmidt and Marc Tabolsky

Nikayla Thomas

Tabatha Urech

Laurie and Doug Vander Ploeg

Ashlee Veit

Audrey Vicknair

Michelle Wait

Maren and Michael Watson

Whitney Wester

Betsy Widelitz

Aron Will

Alisa Williams

Joseph Williams

Mitra Woody

Gail Zaruba

Cimalie Zoy

$100-$249

Cynthia Adkins

Jessica Akins

Christina and Matt Altenau

Amy Anderson

Georgina Armstrong

Valerie and Daniel Baker

Vidya Bala

Valerie Bartolai

Meredith and Colton Beall

Pam and Mike Bishop

Blayne Bonham

Emily and Brad Bonnecaze

Jessica Breitbeil

Tashiana Briggs

Katherine and William Brock

Julie Chen

Jusleen Karve and Lokesh Chugh

John Churey

Jay Cliburn

Myra Comeaux

Kenneth Cooke

Grant Curran

Greg Daigneault

Geraldine Daumerie

Dana David

Brittney Dean

The Detamores

Mike Dignam

Anne Dobson

Peggy Dunne

Elizabeth Durham

Jeff Durrant

Elsie Eckert

Tanya Edwards

Mohamed El Beih

Damon Ellis

Yasmeen Farukh

Rebecca Luks

Marcia Fiman

Angela Fox

Ann Fox

Drake Frazier

 

Betty Freedman Gifting Fund

Kathleen and David Geagan-Ryan

Joshua Gibbons

Kidada Gilbert-Lewis

Carol and Harvey Gold

Goldman Sachs

Amanda Gonzalez

Elizabeth and Joel Gooch

Paige and Brandon Goodwin

Patty Gorzycki

Erin Grace

Jessica Graham

Anne-Lise and Buzz Gralla

Cory Greenberg

Charles Hall

The Handlers

Julie and Victor Harris

Robert Hernandez*

Tricia Herren

Hayley Hewett

Melissa Hoffman

Justin Hong

Houston Public Library Circulation

Katie and Kurt Hueni

Anne Hughes

Katie Ingram

Laura Jenson

Allison Johnston

Patricia Kallmeyer

Megha Karkera Kanjia

Dana Kelly

Ashley Kerr

Sabrina and Jordan Kirwin

Pamela and Jason Klein

Fran Koch

Blaire and Aneil Kochar

Andria Kozak

Aubrey Labanowski

Ashby Lang

Paloma and Carlos Larkin

Erin Larsen

Virginia Leffler

Beverley and John Linskey

Marcy Margolis

Peter Marmo

Jerry Martin

Gabby Martinez

Zach Maxwell

Kiki Francis and Danny McCray

Natalie McElroy

Paden McKinney
 

FULFILLING FAMILIES *denotes monthly givers
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*denotes monthly givers

Harry McMahan

Camille Mikhail

John Moffitt

Jenny Mohr

Alexandra Mouton

The Nazario Family

Nine Energy Service

Helen Norris

Tara Nutik

Jamie Oliver

Marsha and Gary Orloff

Evy Pappas

Luce and Ben Patterson

Joyce Pelton

Michelle Phillips

Kate Pinkerton

Cynthia Couch and Rob Pitts

Maya Pomroy

Martin Popp

Joy Randall

Timothy Raub

Robert Reed

Hannah J. Reid

Cindy and Peter Retterer

Angela Richards

Patricia Ricks

Arianne Riebel

Liz Rigney

Ben Roberts

Anne and Joe Romano

Anna Rotman

Katie Rushing

Zola and David Salako

Stephanie Sanders

Scott Schaefer*

Emily and Josh Schaffer

Lila Sharifian

S. Zunaid Sheikh

Catherine Smith

Rebecca Steele

Tommy Stone

Dave Strickland

Karen Sumner

Andrew Swain

Lisa and Evan Swain

Jenni Swyka

Yana Tabakman

Lisa Tidwell

Denise Tran

Susan and Tim Triggiano

LaChell Unroe

Cathrine Vela

Ally and Billy Vranish

Deanna Warren

Jennifer and Blake Webster

Bobby and Mark Weisburger

Robin and Don Weisburger

The Weisburger Family

Anny Whyte

Jessica Williams

Katie Wynn

Valarie Zeeck

Anna and Ed Zelinski

Gifts In Honor Of

LEE ANDERSON

     Barbara Cavanagh

ROY AND FLORENCE 
BLANTON

     Laura and Mark Dobbins

WENDY KALMAN AND 
MARIUS BRAUN

     Lynn Anderson and John 
     Galbraith

MARK DOBBINS

     Kathy and Charles Chaffin 

     Vivian and Allan Gallant

VIKKI FINLEY

     Peggy Roe

MR. AND MRS. NORMAN  
GARNER

     Mr. and Mrs. William E.  
     Penland

ANDY GIBSON

     Paige Addison

BRITTANY HILDEBRAND

     Hildebrand Fund

MATT KRUGER

     Ed Fein

ANNIE RICHARDSON

     Peggy Roe

STEVE RILEY

     Ed Fein

LUE GATES WEISS

     Betsy Widelitz

Gifts In Memory Of

MARY DELHOMME

    Kathy Schenck and David   
     Glassford

DONNA KELLY NARDO

     Sandra Boriskin

     The Nazario Family

     Doreen and Michael Pergamo

     Carol Robbins

DR. SYLVIA RICHARDS

     Cynthia Couch and Rob Pitts

JOHNNY RUTHERFORD

     Gay and Bob Rod

RICHARD STANDEFER

     Annie Alberson

     Sabrina Kirwin

     Jenny Lightfoot

     Sara Miller

     Lindsay Oman

     Tabatha Urech

     Alisa Williams

     Jessica Williams

ARIANNE RIEBEL

     April Compton Washburn

HARRIS WITTELS

     Maureen Wittels

Gifts In-Kind

4imprint

Aerodrome Ice Skating Complex

The Alley Theatre

Amegy Bank

ARMANDOS

Arnaldo Richards' PICOS

Ascend Performance Materials

Chapelwood United Methodist Church

Chapter AE P.E.O.

Chase Auto

Christ The Redeemer Catholic School

Erika Clarence-Farrar

Contemporary Arts Museum Houston

Country Park Portraits

Crave Cupcakes

Da Camera

DANCE EZ

Dr. Shelley L. Canada

Four Seasons Resort Costa Rica

George Ranch Historical Park

The Goff Financial Group

Golf Club of Houston

Grand Lux Cafe

Gringo's Tex-Mex

H Town Restaurant Group

Hai Hospitality

HALO Branded Solutions

Hamilton Shirts

The Henningsen Family

Houston Astros

Houston Rockets

Houston Texans

Houston Zoo

The Houstonian Hotel, Club & Spa

iPic Entertainment

Islamic Society of Greater Houston

James Avery Artisan Jewelry

Joyce's Seafood & Steaks

Kendra Scott

Steve Kennedy

KPMG

Landry's

Laurenzo's El Tiempo

Lockton Companies

Main Street Theatre

Mariquita Masterson

Will Maxwell

The Melting Pot of Houston

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church

The Moody Mansion Museum

Debbie and Kevin Muery

Niko Niko's

Panera Bread

Elyse Parchmont

Yolanda Rivera

Roger Clemens Foundation

Sensia Studio & Japanese Day Spa

Sky High Sports

Spec's

Steve Madden, Ltd.

St. Francis Episcopal School

Isabel Sutter

SWE Homes, LP

Taste of Texas Restaurant

Texas Renaissance Festival

Jeff Tobin

Shely VanDyke

vineyard vines

The Wine Man

We appreciate your tremendous 
support. We could not place the 
children we work with in forever 

families without you 
 

Thanks again!
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Houston, TX 77024
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“Overall, I’d say the adoption journey was a roller coaster of 
emotions. It has been one of the greatest challenges, yet one of 

the greatest sources of satisfaction in our entire lives.”

- Leo Caffrey, Arms Wide Adoption Services Adoptive Dad
Finalized December 2018 


