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GREATER HOUSTON  •  SOUTH TEXAS

Dear Arms Wide Adoption Services family and friends,

It is bittersweet for our Board Chair, Riz Amanullah, and I to share with you 
my decision to retire on April 13, after 22 wonderful years with Arms Wide 
Adoption Services. I started planning for this transition so long ago I can 
hardly believe the time has arrived. 

Despite this announcement being in the works for months, it is extremely 
difficult for me to share this news among the global pandemic of COVID-
19 and current economic uncertainty. But my decision was made easier 
knowing there is a skilled and knowledgeable successor taking my place, 
an experienced and strong leadership team, a dedicated and passionate 
staff, and a Board of Directors firmly focused on the future of Arms Wide 
Adoption Services.

It has been such a privilege to serve as the President and CEO of this 
incredible organization.  Throughout my tenure, it has been a goal to 
serve with integrity, transparency, and humility. With your help, that was 
accomplished, and our mission to transform the lives of children in need 
of safe and nurturing, permanent families continues.

You have made it possible for me to retire knowing the agency is positioned 
for growth and the future is very bright. I will continue to lead the agency 
until April 13, when my successor, whom we look forward to introducing 
soon, begins the next chapter of our history. Transition and continuity will 
be the focus, given the current challenging circumstances, and I will assist 
with the transition in whatever role the Board chooses.

Thank you so much for the opportunity you have given me, the confidence 
you have shown me, and the support you have provided me with over the 
years. I am excited for this next chapter in my own life, and I look forward 
to hearing about and celebrating the continued successes at Arms Wide 
Adoption Services – all made possible because of your support.

 
With gratitude, 
 
 
 
 
Vikki Finley     Riz Amanullah

A Letter From The President 
and CEO and Board Chair

F U L F I L L I N G  FA M
IL

IE
S

03

ARMS WIDE  •  2019  •  IMPACT REPORT



Celebrating 
Families Fulfilled.

FULFILLING FAMILIES
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The Zoy Family
 
"Hardest, Best Thing"

Cimalie Zoy always knew she wanted to be a mom. After two years of 
fertility treatments to become pregnant, Cimalie's doctor said there was 
only a six percent chance she would conceive. Despite her devastation, 
Cimalie knew this would not stop her from becoming a mom. She 
researched other options and decided foster care adoption was the best 
fit for her.

“From the beginning, everyone at Arms Wide Adoption Services was so 
welcoming and supportive,” Zoy said. “They held my hand every step of the way.”

Being a single parent, Cimalie oftentimes became frustrated with the 
process. Despite Cimalie having a lot of love to give, traditional, two-
parent households were receiving placements while she continued to 

wait. When she was finally selected, she only spent a short amount of time with a sibling group of two before a judge 
decided not to terminate parental rights. It was an overwhelming loss for Cimalie, but she persevered.

Cimalie’s friend, Beth, was an attorney ad-litem for a sibling group of four. Separated in foster care, their parental 
rights were already terminated. Beth reached out to Cimalie about the older siblings. At this point, Cimalie was 
still grieving the loss of the siblings who returned to their biological home. She was not ready to take on another 
placement. She referred Beth to Arms Wide Adoption Services who had another family in mind: The Caffreys. 
 
A month later, Beth came to Cimalie about the younger twin siblings. Still mourning, Cimalie was hesitant to meet 
Heather and Christopher, but agreed to meet them a few days later. Within 10 minutes of meeting them, she knew the 
twins belonged with her. Less than a week after their first meeting, Heather and Christopher moved in with Cimalie. 
Cimalie says this day, along with adoption day six months later, were her two favorite parts in the adoption journey.

“It’s the hardest, best thing I’ve ever done,” Zoy said. 

Today, Cimalie describes her family as “nontraditional.” Another Arms Wide Adoption Services’ family, The Caffreys, 
adopted Heather and Christopher’s older sisters. Now, Heather and Christopher know their sisters’ parents as Uncle 
Leo and Aunt CC. The Caffreys and Cimalie were not family before the adoption process, but they are now. Both 
families have embraced one another. They spend a lot of time together so the children can all continue to connect.

More than a year after adoption day, Cimalie remains an advocate for the foster care adoption process. She shares 
her journey willingly in hopes more people consider adoption. She encourages future adoptive parents to be patient 
and flexible. Cimalie says it’s an emotional process, but extremely worth it.
 

“Many say my kids are lucky to have me,” Zoy said. “I say I’m the lucky one.” 
 

 
If you are interested in learning how you can become a foster or adoptive parent,  

please call 713-681-6991 for more information.
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FULLFILLING FAMILIES

2019 
Program 
Outcomes

Foster Care
The Foster Care program provided through 

our Houston office supports our mission by 

providing a safe haven home for abused or 

neglected children who have been removed 

from their birth homes and placed in the 

protective custody of the State of Texas. 

In 2019, Arms Wide’s Foster Care Program:

•  Provided 10,113 days of care for 57 children in 
the Greater Houston area

•  Facilitated the adoption of 17 children who were 
adopted by their foster parents

•  Maintained a superior success rate in which 100% 
of children were safe in care

Special Needs Adoption
Adoption services are provided through 

our Houston and South Texas offices which 

serve 32 counties in Texas. The Special 

Needs Adoption Program consists of several 

components: recruitment, training, placement, 

and finalization. These services are offered free 

of charge to families, eliminating significant 

financial barriers for prospective parents.

In 2019, the Special Needs Adoption Program:

•  Placed 27 children in permanent families
•  Finalized 23 adoptions where children officially 

became part of their forever families
•  Maintained a superior success rate in which 88% 

of placements became finalized adoptions

2 317 172 11
Largest 
placement was
2 siblings

Largest 
placement was 
3 siblings

Oldest child 
was 17 years old

Oldest child was 
17 years old

Youngest child 
was 2 days old

Youngest child 
was 11 months  
old
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   THE ZOY FAMILY

546
3,288

99%
Provided post 
adoption services 
to 546 children

Provided 3,288 
hours of case 
management 
services

Enabled 99% of the children 
served by the Post Adoption 
program to remain with their 
adoptive families

Post Adoption 
Post Adoption services are provided through 

our Houston and South Texas offices. Our Post 

Adoption program began in 1988 to provide 

on-going support to children who were adopted 

from the Texas foster care system and their 

adoptive families. The program is designed 

to protect, strengthen and preserve the new 

adoptive families so that they may remain 

together. 

In 2019, the Post Adoption Program provided:

• 1,159 hours of therapy 
• 877 days of respite services
• A therapeutic weekend retreat to 12 families in need

Post Permanency 
Post Permanency services are provided through 

our Houston and South Texas offices. Our Post 

Permanency program began in 2017 to provide 

on-going support to children who were placed in 

a Permanent Managing Conservatorship, where a 

judge appoints a person to be legally responsible 

for a child without adopting the child. Currently, 

Arms Wide Adoption Services is the only agency 

contracted by the state to provide these services 

to families and children in need.

In 2019, the Post Permanency Program provided:

• Services to 173 children
• 1,359 hours of case management services
• 282 days of respite services
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FULFILLING FAMILIES

Revenue & Expenses

Revenue

Government Service Fees $1,448,220 

Contributions 901,862 

United Way 186,215 

Investment Income 77,591 

Program Service Fees 6,800

Total Support and Revenue $2,620,688

Expenses

Post Adoption / Post Permanency $949,477 

Foster Care 784,396 

Adoption 675,391 

Management and General Costs 327,981

Total Expenses $2,737,245

55%

34%

  7%

  3% 

<1%

34%

29%

25%

12%
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$100,000 +

Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption

United Way of Greater Houston

$50,000-$99,999

Ruth and Anthony Nocella

$25,000-$49,999

The Clayton Fund, Inc.

Henderson-Wessendorff Foundation

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church

$10,000-$24,999

Amegy Bank

Ascend Performance Materials

Harry S. & Isabel C. Cameron Foundation

Coastal Bend Community Foundation

ConocoPhillips

George and Mary Josephine Hamman 
Foundation

Albert and Ethel Herzstein Charitable 
Foundation

John G. and Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial 
Foundation

John P. McGovern Foundation

Renaissance Offshore

Simons Family Foundation

Spark Energy

Sterling-Turner Foundation

Valero Energy Foundation

W&T Offshore

W. D. Von Gonten & Co.

$5,000-$9,999

Christy and Leo Caffrey

Chevron

Laura and Mark Dobbins

Fort Bend Cares

Cathy and Ed Frank

Frost Bank

Fuelco Energy

Greenhill & Co. LLC

Brittany Hildebrand

IndemCo

Kayne Anderson Energy Funds

Kiwanis Foundation of Houston

Kim and Scott Martin

Nancy and Pat Mendenhall & US Capital 
Advisors

Terri and Graham Moore

Opportune LLP

Petersen Family Foundation

Ron Romere

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
Flom LLP

The Herman and Patsy Smith 
Charitable Foundation

Vivian L. Smith Foundation

Randa Weiner

Gaye Lynn and Stuart Zarrow

$1,000-$4,999

Karina and Riz Amanullah

AMA - Houston Chapter

Andrews Foundation

Baker Tilly

Bank of America

Sue and Gil Baumgarten

Caroline Bean with Compass Real 
Estate

Behmann Brothers Foundation, Inc.

Bonnie Berry

Samuel Bertron

Craig Borque

Kelli and Mark Brewer

Lois and Al Buerhing

Michele Mendenhall Buckley

Buffalo Bayou Resources, LLC

Comiskey Foundation

Carol Cooley

Kris and Chris Dillon

Deneige Dooley

Charles H. Dresser

Angela and Robert Dunlap

Vikki and Ken Finley

First Colony Church of Christ

Kirsten and Robert Galtney

John Gaylord

Cari and Tyler Gill

Sandy Gibbs

Kathy Schenck and David Glassford

Greenfield Midstream

Sabrina and Jeremy Ham

Blake Henningsen

Hildebrand Fund

Kelly and Jason Hubbard

Brandon Hulings

IBERIABANK

Alex Jackson

Emily Kelley

Kiwanis Club of CC Bay

Our heartfelt thanks to the 
following donors who made 
gifts between January 1 
and December 31, 2019: 

LeAmiche Club

Elizabeth Lester

Blair and Bryan Loocke

Kristen and Joe Lyons

Meredith Marshall

Oana and Keith Maxwell

Alexandra and Will Maxwell

McGriff, Seibels & Williams, Inc.

Amelia and Jeremy McKnight

Margaret Funderberg and Jeffrey 
McMahon

Missouri Street Church of Christ

Natalie Mohtashami

Andrejka Bernatova and David Mora

Morgan Stanley

Marla and Paul Oates

Linwood and John Olson

Gina and James Pearson

Felecia and Ronell Peters

Jewel Pierce

PLUS Foundation

Preferred Petroleum Services, Inc.

Corine Prieto

Melissa Ramsey

Dr. Virginia Reper

Cynthia and Peter Retterer

Suzann C. Richardson

Candice Rodriguez

Liz and Brian Romere

Kirsten and Adam Schachter

Shell Oil Company

Prem Shroff

Caroline and Justin Simons

Jeff Sinda

Southside Lions Club of Corpus 
Christi

Strake Foundation

Sulzer Turbo Services

SWE Homes LP

Carolyn and Garry Tanner

Laura and Jay Tarnow

TDIndustries, Inc.

Texla Energy Management

Nikayla Thomas

Tabatha Urech

Ofelia H. Vujasinovic

H. Richard Walton

Shelly and Terry Webster

Lori and Patrick Willey

Woodforest National Bank

2019
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$250-$999

Vanessa Ames

Automated Security I.S.

Marihah Aziz

Liz and Steven Bender

Alexandra Bruskoff

Toni and Rob Buehring

Stacy Burgess

Patricia and William F. Byers

c.hair.i.tee 

Darleen and Jack Christiansen

Candi A. Clement

Scott Clymer

Brian Connelly

Chris Coxon

Chita and Lane Craft

Crutchfield Capital

Rosalind and Tom Daigneault

Emily and Steve Dalicandro

Tim Dash

Liz and George DeMontrond

Noel and Early Denison

Suzanne and Kyle Dickey

Anne Dobson

Kira and Chris Dodd

Carolyn Dorros

Alison Picheloup Durkee

Ramsay M. Elder

Catharine and Grant Faulconer

Marcia Fiman

Alex Florescu

Trey Fuqua

Kathy and Alan Gahm

Lynn Anderson and John Galbraith

Ronald G. Gallo

Susan G. Glesby

Nancy Gold

Cory Greenberg

Haymaker Minerals & Royalties

Abigail Henningsen

Robert Hernandez

Jeffery Hildebrand

Katie and Kurt Hueni

Stacy Humphries

Alexandra Inman

Pamela Johnson

June and David Kamrath

Samantha Kegge

Kendrick Oil

Steve Kennedy

Susan and Marvin Krasner

Elizabeth and Paul Labanowski 

Sidney Lacey

Jennifer Lange

Bette and Phil Lehmberg

Katie and Bryan Leonard

Gregory J. Litts

Jennifer Elskes and Steve Lukingbeal

Gloria and Samuel Luna

Zach Maxwell

Sally and Scott McAtee

Marian McCarty

Sara and Adam Miller

Stephanie Mitchell

The Moore Family

Renee Morris

Sonali Morris

Shelley and Tim Murray

Melissa and Joey Neeley

Maya Pomroy

Porter Hedges LLP

Gary Purcell

Momotaz Rahman

Solon Rasco

Stephanie and Jonathan Regan

Annie and Will Richardson

Hannah J. Reid

Mary Ellen and Robert Ried

Christinia and Eric Roddiger

Regina Rogers

Lynn and John Russell

Hossein Safadaran

Stephanie and Scott Sanders

Brian Scallan

Jordan Seff

Jenny and John Seo

Linda and Tom Shelton

Brooke Short

Gwendolyn D. Skillern

Liz Stepanian

Bobbie Stowe

Karen Sumner

Tara Treleaven

Susan and Tim Triggiano

Mayleen and Michael Tsang

Christine and David Underwood

Mitchell Van Hoef

Enrique Venta

Luz Venta

Audrey Vicknair

Amanda Venta and Alfredo Vittone

Allyson and Billy Vranish

George Warner

Alex and Aron Will

Alisa Williams

Trace Williams

$100-$249

Siva Barnwell Adams

Anna Adrian

Ann P. Watson and James Allison

Jodi Altsuler

Georgina Armstrong

William Awad

Jane Bachman

Valerie and Daniel Baker

Jack Barfield

Mason Barker

Cindy Barlow

Meredith and Colton Beall

Chris Beavers

Kari and David Beck

Caroline K. Billipp

Randi and Kerry Bloom

James Breaux

Ting Bresnahan

Erin Brown

Sommer Bukowski

Kathy and Charlie Chaffin

Alannah Chang

Wendie Childress

John Churey

Martha Clore

Craig Condon

Maria Cowles

Marilyn Kay Crain

Greg Daigneault

Ephraim del Pozo

Mike Dignam

Liz Dinerstein

Elizabeth Dwyer

Damon Ellis

Tasheaya and Scott Ellison

Kristina Frankel

Linda and Jack Gill

Faezeh Golboo

Chuck Goldstein

Ashley Hanna

Jim Hansen

Erin Heath

Shanaz Hemmati

Kristy Hislop

Melissa Hoffman

Lydia Holland

Dee Dee Howes

Tonja De Sloover and Adam Hricik

Bianca Hyun

LaRita Godbey and Jim Iden

Katie Ingram

Nikki and David Jenkins

Xianping Jiang

Allison Johnston

Melissa Juneau

Will Katz

Gary M. Killingsworth

Shannon and Cooper Kinney

Sabrina and Jordan Kirwin

Ann Marie Kolkhorst

Anders Knudsen

Tara Legg

Janine Levitch

Michelle Locke

Ashley Loeffler

Kim Lucas

Christina and Damien Lyster

Don Mafrige, Jr.

Courtney March

Christie McCartney

Maria and Ian McKeige

Tonya R. McLaughlin

Harry McMahan

Linda and Glenn Mealey

Cora Bess Meyer

Jenny Mohr

Jill Morell

Kate and Lance Murphy

Debbie and Ken Neeley

Sheila Neylon

Janice Nicholson

Laura and Ralph Overturf

Dylan and Andy Parker

Natasha Parvizian

Luce and Ben Patterson

Ashley Pearce

Barry Penney

Lisa Phillips

Chad Piper

Missy Pitts

Cynthia Couch and Rob Pitts

Jay Pollard

Alison Powell

Kim Proler

Hannah Quillin

Dianne and Scott Ralston
 

FULFILLING FAMILIES
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Noelle M. Reed

Arianne Riebel

Courtney Robertson

Laura Robertson

Peggy Roe

Anne and Joe Romano

Scott Schaefer

Pat and Alec Schrader

Meghan and Kevin Scotto

Rosanne Slusarchuk

Patty Smolik

John Stewart

Sarah Stuhldreher

Lisa S. Sullivan

Eric Carl Swanson

Drew Tolson

Diana Untermeyer

Laurie Vander Ploeg

Laura Venta

Megan Vondra

Michelle Wait

Randall L. Walker

Kristen Weber

Jessica Williams

Willie's Grill & Icehouse

Brandy Wilson

Devaron Yates

Sarah Yoder

Maureen Zuniga

Monthly Givers

Candi A. Clement

Scott Clymer

First Colony Church of Christ

Ronald G. Gallo

Robert Hernandez

Missouri Street Church of 
Christ

Solon Rasco

Scott Schaefer

Lori and Patrick Willey

Gifts In Honor Of

KARINA AND RIZ 
AMANULLAH

     Kathy and Alan Gahm

     Prem Shroff

MICHELE MENDENHALL 
BUCKLEY

     Kristen Weber 

MR. AND MRS. NORMAN  
GARNER

     William and Susan Penland

ANGELA DUNLAP

     Gwendolyn D. Skillern

BRITTANY HILDEBRAND

     Hildebrand Fund

SHANNON KINNEY

     Herman and Patsy Smith   
     Charitable Foundation

MELISSA AND JOEY 
NEELEY

     Robbie Amor

     Jack Barfield

     Meredith and Colton Beall

     Amelia Butler

     John Churey

     Greg Daigneault

     Rosalind and Tom Daigneault

     Lindsey and Alan Doyle

     Madeleine and Corky Hecht

     Debbie and Ken Neeley

     Michelle Neeley

     Luce and Ben Patterson

     Rosemary Amor and Jerry  
     Randazzo

     Kim and Tim Scollo

     Lorelei and Zach Scott

     Susan and Tim Triggiano

     Carolee and Steve Vazquez

     Allyson and Billy Vranish

RUTH AND ANTHONY 
NOCELLA

     Kris and Chris Dillon

     Janine Levitch

LINWOOD OLSON

     Diana Untermeyer

ANNIE RICHARDSON

     Peggy Roe

TARA TRELEAVEN

     Faezeh Golboo

     Ryan Kioumehr

Gifts In Memory Of

JANIE DOBBINS

    Kathy and Charlie Chaffin

ANN MENTZ

     Elizabeth and Paul Labanowski

JOY RAMSEY

     Laura and Mark Dobbins

RICHARD WHITT

     Laura and Mark Dobbins

Gifts In-Kind

Aerodrome Ice Skating Complex

Alley Theatre

Altria

Amegy Bank

ARMANDOS

Ascend Performance Materials

Thomas Burk

Jensie Castillo

Margaret Centra

Chapter AE P.E.O.

Children's Museum of Houston

Christ The Redeemer Catholic School

Clay Road Baptist and Early Child Care 
and Preschool

Contemporary Arts Museum Houston

Coushatta Casino Resort

Margaret Daffin

Dirt Free Carper & Tile Cleaning

George Ranch Historical Park

Getix Health

Kim and Todd Gibson

Grand Lux Café

Gringo's Mexican Kitchen

Halff Associates, Inc.

Hamilton Shirts

Houston Astros

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft

Houston Congregation For Reformed 
Judaism - Knitzvahs

Houston Dynamo

Houston Museum of Natural Science

Houston Symphony

Houston Zoo

Joyce's Seafood & Steaks

Kendra Scott - Rice Village

Steve Kennedy

Lockton Companies & The Henningsen 
Family

Main Street Theatre

Mariquita Masterson

Mary Moody Northen Endowment

Alexandra and Will Maxwell

Mercer Advisors

Mister Car Wash

Niko Niko's

Nutex Health

Panera Bread

Pappas Restaurants

Jessica and John Phillips

Phoenicia Foods 

Rack Room Shoes

Roger Clemens Foundation

Sensia Studio

Jenny and John Seo Ashley and Safa 
Seyedian

Spec's

St. Francis Episcopal School

SWE Homes LP

Taste of Texas Restaurant

We appreciate your tremendous 
support. We could not place the 
children we work with in forever 

families without you.

Thanks again!
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“Adopting from foster care is a challenge, but having someone on 
your side is essential to making it a success. I truly believe Arms 
Wide Adoption Services wants the best for each family. It’s not 
just a job for them, and you can tell by every action they make.”

- Rebecca Wright, Arms Wide Adoption Services Adoptive Mom
Finalized May 2019 


