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A Letter From The President and CEO
Dear Arms Wide Adoption Services family and friends,

As I begin my second year with Arms Wide Adoption Services, I am immensely 
grateful to have the opportunity to be part of this wonderful organization and to 
work closely with such a phenomenal group of committed professionals. When 
I joined Arms Wide in April 2020, we were just beginning to grasp the reality of 
the ways in which the pandemic would change life as we knew it. Throughout 
these challenging times, the staff at Arms Wide remained resilient and committed 
to providing high quality, person-centered services safely and responsibly. This 
resilient spirit, coupled with your generous support, has made it possible to 
continue serving the children and families of Greater Houston and South Texas.

At Arms Wide, we believe that all children deserve a safe, nurturing family, 
especially in times like these. Although the pandemic altered our daily operations 
and presented many challenges, we found creative ways to continue serving 
kids and families who need us. Despite challenges of the transition to virtual 
platforms, our program teams received A-ratings, successfully complied 
with all monitoring reviews, and maintained a superior success rate in which 
100% of children were in safe care and 93% of the child-family matches led to 
finalization as forever families. Our Development team celebrated one of the most 
successful fundraising years in recent history. There is no way that we could have 
accomplished these things without your generosity.

In a year of economic and social challenges, 2020 was also a year of new heights 
for us. We were fortunate to grow our Post Adoption programming by acquiring 
the entire service contract for Greater Houston, making us the sole provider of 
Post Adoption Services for the region for the first time in the 30-year history of 
the contract. We also expanded our services in South Texas, where we now offer 
foster care and foster-to-adopt programs in response to the region’s placement 
capacity crisis. This expansion aims to help meet the demand for foster care 
placements to address an urgent shortage of local South Texas families so 
children can be placed in a family in their own community. 

As the new President and CEO, I am looking forward to our future together as 
we expand the capacity of Arms Wide to advance our vision and mission. The 
pandemic has brought new challenges to children and families in Greater Houston 
and South Texas, and we know they need our services now more than ever. 
Your dedication to Arms Wide Adoption Services led 28 children to their forever 
families last year. Together, we can continue to celebrate families fulfilled in 2021 
and beyond. 

With gratitude,

DeJuana S. Jernigan, MSW                                        
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Celebrating 
Families Fulfilled.

FULFILLING FAMILIES

January 2020January 2020 February 2020February 2020

May 2020May 2020 June 2020June 2020

June 2020June 2020 November 2020November 2020
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The Hodes Family
 
"Don't Be Afraid"

Heather and Tim Hodes always felt called to adopt. Finally feeling the 
timing was right, they embarked on the foster care adoption journey. At 
first, in speaking with other agencies, they thought this may not be the 
right path for them. But after finding Arms Wide Adoption Services, they 
felt equipped to move forward.

“Arms Wide Adoption Services is a great support system. Don’t be afraid. They 
will guide you every step of the way,” Heather said. 

The Hodes were initially selected for a sibling group. But eventually, the 
courts decided the children should live at their grandmother’s home. The 
Hodes were devastated, but they had done the mental and emotional 
work to prepare themselves for every outcome.“We had to keep praying 

and reminding ourselves that in the end, it was what was best for the kids – not us,” Heather said. 

Next, the Hodes were matched with Avery and Elijah. The matching process started smoothly, but Heather and Tim 
ran into issues with Avery and Elijah’s foster moms. Heather recalled every visit was somehow “not a good time” 
despite Heather and Tim being as flexible as possible. They knew in their gut something was not right. It was in these 
moments Heather and Tim realized how much Avery and Elijah deserved to be with them. 

“We wonder how many other children are suffering in foster care,” Heather said. “We can only hope more families will step up to 
adopt these kids out of the system."

Heather and Tim believe adoption is not about your expectations but is really about meeting the kids’ needs and 
providing a loving home for them to grow in. “We knew going into this process that the kids may never love us back, 
may never attach, may have issues beyond our ability to help,” Heather said. “But we felt like we could provide a safe 
and loving environment in hopes that they will grow up to be the best people possible.”

Because of the trauma Avery and Elijah experienced, post adoption support services have been really important in 
giving their kids a second chance at happiness. Heather and Tim feel overwhelmed at times, but they are grateful, 
honored, and amazed at how far their kids have come. “We are thankful we were able to get them out of the foster 
care system,” Heather said. “And we are hopeful they can overcome their trauma and learn to trust again.”

Avery and Elijah moved in with the Hodes a week before the COVID-19 shutdown began. Although it’s been tough 
– including furloughs and career moves – Heather said she never thought they would have all this time to figure out 
the ebbs and flows of their new family unit. They have been able to witness all the progress in their kids, like little 
moments of them healing, gaining trust, and being more open to love and support. All of these moments have made 
every challenge worth it and reaffirmed to Heather and Tim this was all meant to be.

Heather and Tim describe their family as tight-knit, giving, and supportive. They said they will always put their 
children first and will always be their strongest advocates.

 
If you are interested in learning how you can become a foster or adoptive parent,  

please call 713-681-6991 for more information.
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2020 
Program 
Outcomes

Foster Care Adoption
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9,238
Days of care provided for 
56 children

28
Finalized adoptions
• 93% special needs adoptions
• 93% placements finalized

15

100%

3
Largest placement: 
3 siblings

23

95%

3
Largest placement: 
3 siblings

15 children adopted by 
their foster parents

Maintained  superior 
success rating in which 
100% of children were 
in safe care

Maintained  superior 
success rating in which  
95% of placements 
became legal finalizations

23 children placed with 
permanent families

About the Children About the Children

14
Age of oldest child: 
14 years

1
Age of youngest child: 
1 day

= 100 Days = 1 adoption

16
Age of oldest child: 
16 years

18
Age of youngest child: 
18 months



Post Permanency Post Adoption 
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829
Services to 829 children, 
a 52% increase from 2019 = 2019= 50 children

1,524
1,524 hours of case 
management services = 100 hours

4,531 1524,531 hours of case 
management services 152 children served

831 204831 hours of therapy 204 hours of therapy

702 601702 days of respite 
service

601 days of respite 
service

721 721 days in residential 
treatment centers

99% Support for 99% of 
children to remain with 
their adoptive parents



Revenue & Expenses

Revenue

Government Service Fees $1,680,378 

Contributions  1,420,203 

United Way 165,601 

Investment Income 103,233 

Program Service Fees 4,020

Total Support and Revenue $3,373,435

Expenses

Post Adoption / Post Permanency $1,166,433 

Foster Care 795,449 

Adoption 655,393 

Management and General Costs 313,065

Total Expenses $2,930,340

50%

42%

  5%

  3% 

<1%

40%

27%

22%

 11%
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$100,000 +

Ruth and Anthony J. Nocella

Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption

United Way of Greater Houston

$50,000-$99,999

The George Foundation

$25,000-$49,999

The Clayton Fund, Inc.

Henderson-Wessendorff Foundation

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church

Mustang Cat Charitable Foundation

$10,000-$24,999

Amegy Bank

Ascend Performance Materials

Harry S. and Isabel C. Cameron 
Foundation

Charity Guild of Catholic Women

George and Mary Josephine Hamman 
Foundation

Albert & Ethel Herzstein Charitable 
Foundation

John G. and Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial 
Foundation, Inc.

Robert & Pearl Knox Charitable 
Foundation, Bank of America, N.A., 
Trustee

April and Wells McGee

John P. McGovern Foundation

Luz Venta

Kelly and Bill Von Gonten

W&T Offshore

Woodforest National Bank

$5,000-$9,999

Denise and David Baggett

Coastal Bend Community Foundation

Cokinos | Young

ConocoPhillips

Laura and Mark Dobbins

Fort Bend Cares Foundation

Fuelco | Spark Energy

Charles Goldstein

IndemCo

Jaguar Land Rover West Houston

Kiwanis Foundation of Houston

Kim and Scott Martin

Flo McGee

Terri and Graham Moore

Origin Bank

Gary Petersen

Renaissance Offshore

Ron Romere

Stephanie and Scott Sanders

Simons Family Foundation

Herman and Patsy Smith Charitable 
Foundation

Vivian L. Smith Foundation

Sterling-Turner Foundation

Sulzer Turbo Services

The Trull Foundation

K.C. & Randa Weiner Family Fund

$1,000-$4,999

Karina and Riz Amanullah

Amegy Bank

Andrews Foundation

Bank of Texas

Behmann Brothers Foundation, Inc.

Anna Bell

Andrejka Bernatova and David Mora

Bonnie Berry

Bluware

Lois and Alton Buehring

Roger Cheng

Chevron

Comiskey Foundation

Carol Cooley

Robert Curry

Rachel and Tim Dash

Kris and Chris Dillon

Kira and Chris Dodd

Angela and Robert Dunlap

Genna and Jon Evans

Jana Fant

Grant Faulconer

Vikki and Kenneth Finley

First Colony Church of Christ

Margaret Funderberg and Jeffrey 
McMahon

Sandy Gibbs

Phyllis Head

H-E-B

Julie and Milton Hempel

Susan Holley

Marshall Holmes

Kelly and Jason Hubbard

Angela Hylton

DeJuana Jernigan and Sharri 
McGlauthing

Our heartfelt thanks to the 
following donors who made 
gifts between January 1 
and December 31, 2020: 

Elizabeth and Paul Labanowski

LeAmiche Club

Beth Lindsey

Dr. Elaine Loiselle

Meg Lonergan

Blair and Bryan Loocke

Kristen and Joe Lyons

Alexandra and Will Maxwell

Yvonne and Jim McCleskey

Amelia and Jeremy McKnight

Missouri Street Church of Christ

Louise and Gary Moss

Anthony J. Nocella II

Marla and Paul Oates

Linwood and John Olson

Margaret Naeve Parker

Felecia and Ronell Peters

PLUS Foundation

Porter Hedges LLP

Corine Prieto

Cynthia and Peter Retterer

Suzann Cooley Richardson

Arianne Riebel

Leyla and Bryan Riebel

Liz and Brian Romere

Lynn and John Russell

Daria M. Russell

Kathy Schenck and David Glassford

Lucy Marquez Sheppard

Prem Shroff

Jeff Sinda

Southside Lions Club of Corpus 
Christi

Strake Foundation

SWE Homes LP

Carolyn and Garry Tanner

Tara Treleaven

Uncle Funky's Daughter

Valvisions Foundation

Mindy and David Vela

Enrique Venta

H. Richard Walton

Shelly and Terry Webster

Lori and Patrick Willey

William & Marie Wise Family 
Foundation
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$250-$999

Abdulla AlBadi

Lynn Anderson and John Galbraith

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

Frank Bailey

Freddy Braselton

Rachel Broussard

Alexandra Bruskoff

Toni and Rob Buehring

Patricia and William Byers

Carlo Chiocchio and Jim Smith

Darleen and Jack Christiansen

Candi A. Clement

Scott Clymer

Coastal Bend Advanced Nurses

Luke Cone

Crutchfield Capital

Rosalind and Tom Daigneault

Noel and Early Denison

Anne Dobson

Courtney and Brian Dodge

Ramsay M. Elder

Stephen Elison

Tasheaya and Scott Ellison

ExxonMobil

Trey Fuqua

Faezeh Golboo

Nadereh Golbou

Goodman Financial Corporation

Brooke Bentley Gunst

Scarlett Hankey

Haymaker Minerals & Royalties

Katie and Kurt Hueni

Anne Hughes

ImageNet Consulting

Pamela Johnson

Nicole Katz

Steve Kennedy

Gloria and Samuel Luna

Peter Lunhold

Mike Mahlstedt

Alice Marie

Sally and Scott McAtee

Lindy McGee

Nicole Montgomery

Mariette Moore

Murphy Oil Corporation

Jamie and David Oliver

Ramona L. Ortiz

Pantea Pahlavan

Dylan and Andy Parker

Laura and John Preble

William Prickett

Momotaz Rahman

Solon Rasco

Kathleen and Scotty Reynolds

Mary Ellen and Robert Ried

Suzanne Rivera

Candice Rodriguez

William Rogde

Carolyn Sabat

Zaida Saliba

Kelley Scofield

Gwen Skillern

Patty Smolik

Alexandra and John Stewart

Richard Stoneburner

Donna and David Sunderhaft

TDIndustries, Inc.

Texla Energy Management

Andrea and David Thaxton

Drew Tolson

Erika and John Toussaint

Donald D. Uphold

Laurie and Doug Vander Ploeg

Amanda Venta and Alfredo Vittone

Laura Venta

Audrey Vicknair

Allyson and Billy Vranish

Trace Williams

Jessica and Jeff Wood

Young Professionals in Energy

Agnes and Joe Zarcaro

Cimalie Zoy

$100-$249

Mukta Agrawal

Peri Alkas

Donna Anderson

Jane Bachman

Valerie and Daniel Baker

Jack Barfield

Cindy Barlow

Ashley Baxter

Meredith and Colton Beall

Kristen and Thomas Behan

Suri Bhat

Randi and Kerry Bloom

Daniel Bluntzer

Kristy Bradshaw

Sara Brinkmann

Abby Carr

Shannon Carroll

Jennifer Caughey

Jill and Joey Charrier

Kelly and Jay Cliburn

Craig Condon

Whitney Cox and Steve Kowalski

Ryan Cunningham

Katie and John Daily

Ryann and Brett Detamore

Sheryl and Doug Doyle

Hayley Edwards

Damon Ellis

Allison Flikerski

Angela Fox

Anna Gonzalez

Phyllis Head

Robert Hernandez

Laura Laux Higgins

Kara Hilliard

Susan and Gaylord Hoyt

Sarah Inayatali

Jenny and Jim Johnson

Marcela Kaneb

Neekie Kashani

Emily Kelley

Kendrick Oil

Shannon and Cooper Kinney

Irene Liberatos

Laura Lopez

Robert Martin

Roderick Martin

Melissa and Joey Neeley

Debbie and Ken Neeley

Skyler and Alex Obregon

Laura and Ralph Overturf

Chelsea Pacey

Nahid and Shervin Pahlavan

Robin Phillips

Cynthia Couch and Rob Pitts

Laura Pojar

Kathleen Pressler

Bhavna Puri

Leah and Steve Ragiel

Timothy Raub

Katharine Rider

Jennifer Roberts

Peggy Roe

Anne and Joe Romano

Liz Ross

Allison Rowan

Scott Schaefer

Alec Schrader

Angie Senneff
 

FULFILLING FAMILIES

Andrea Montgomery Stewart

Tommy Stone

Lisa and Evan Swain

The Studio FORM

Brian Tuccillo

Jimmy Vitulli

Michelle Wait

Bobby and Mark Weisburger

Jenny and Michael Weisburger

Jack Williams

Karen Wong

Mitra Woody

Rebecca and Chris Wright

Sarah and Chris Yoder

Monthly Givers

Candi A. Clement

Scott Clymer

First Colony Church of Christ

Ronald G. Gallo

Robert Hernandez

Missouri Street Church of Christ

Solon Rasco

Scott Schaefer

Donald D. Uphold

Lori and Patrick Willey

Gifts In Honor Of

ANDREJKA BERNATOVA

     Abdulla AlBadi

     Skyler and Alex Obregon

     Tommy Stone

     Richard Stoneburner

     Bobby and Mark  
     Weisburger

     Jenny and Michael   
     Weisburger

 JULIE COMISKEY

     Lara Bell

     Amy Comiskey

CHRIS DODD

     Darla and Gary Arter

     Alejandro Capetillo

     Becky Leong

     Ashley Trevitz

ANGELA DUNLAP

     Kian Granmayeh

     Helen Norris

     Gwendolyn D. Skillern

VIKKI FINLEY

     Peggy Roe

TRICIA HERREN

     Alexandra and John Stewart
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DEJUANA JERNIGAN

     H. Richard Walton

SHANNON KINNEY

     Herman and Patsy Smith   
     Charitable Foundation

BLAIR LOOCKE

     Brooke Bentley Gunst

KRISTEN LYONS

     Ryann and Brett Detamore

APRIL MCGEE

     Katie and John Daily

     Jana Fant

MELISSA AND JOEY 
NEELEY

     Jack Barfield

     Meredith and Colton Beall 

     Rosalind and Tom Daigneault

     Debbie and Ken Neeley

     Allyson and Billy Vranish

RUTH AND ANTHONY 
NOCELLA

     Darlene and Jack Christiansen

     Kris and Chris Dillon

     Angela Fox

     Anthony J. Nocella II

DYLAN PARKER

     Lisa and Evan Swain

MARCELA PORTILLO

     Peter Lunhold

ANNIE RICHARDSON

     Peggy Roe

ARIANNE RIEBEL

     Holly Mendoza

     Leyla and Bryan Riebel

MOJTABA SAFADARAN

     Hossein Safadaran

STEPHANIE SANDERS

     Kelly and Jay Cliburn

     Genna and Jon Evans

     Laura Lopez

     Katharine Rider

     Erika and John Toussaint

     William & Marie Wise Family                                  
     Foundation

     Jessica and Jeff Wood

KELLEY SCOFIELD

     Kathleen Pressler

LUCY SHEPPARD

     Mitra Woody

TARA TRELEAVEN 

    Faezeh Golboo

    Nadereh Golbou

     Nahid and Shervin Pahlavan

MAYLEEN AND MICHAEL 
TSANG

     Mike Mahlstedt

AMANDA VENTA

     Tiffany Perez

     Enrique Venta

     Laura Venta

     Luz Venta

     Miguel Venta

Gifts In Memory Of

VICKEY GIBBS

    DeJuana Jernigan and Sharri                  
     McGlauthing

FARHAD KIOUMEHR

     Pantea Pahlavan

DONNA NARDO

     Kara Zelinski

DR. SYLVIA RICHARDS

     Cynthia Couch and Rob Pitts

JIM WHITEHEAD

     Alec Schrader

Gifts In-Kind

Aerodrome Ice Skating Complex

AMA - Houston Chapter

Amegy Bank

Ascend Performance Materials

Baker Hughes

BIS Consulting

Blucora

BrightSpot Creative

James Caldwell

Lynn Anderson and John Galbraith

George Ranch Historical Park

Kim and Todd Gibson

Hamilton Shirts

Harris County Department of Education

High Five Video

Teal Holden

Houston Dynamo

Anne Hughes

Joyce's Seafood & Steaks

Kendra Scott

Steve Kennedy

KPMG

Laurenzo's El Tiempo

Le Amiche Club

Lockton Companies

Ashley Loeffler

Macy's First Colony

Alexandra and Will Maxwell

Zach Maxwell

Marsha McGraw

Amelia and Jeremy McKnight

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church

Moody Mansion

Melissa and Joey Neeley

Niko Niko's

Ruth and Anthony Nocella

Panera Bread

Phoenicia Specialty Foods

Hunter Powell

Anita Renteria

Roger Clemens Foundation

St. Francis Episcopal School

Taste of Texas

Texas Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association

The Wine Man

Lachelcia Watts

Thank you for your tremendous 
support. We could not place our 

children in forever families without 
you.
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“We started this knowing there was only one aspect of this 
situation we could control, and that was loving these boys. Arms 
Wide Adoption Services had prepared us for every situation and 
possible scenario. We felt well-equipped and prepared, but most 

of all, supported.”

-Courtney Dodge, Arms Wide Adoption Services Adoptive Mom
Finalized January 2020 


