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A Letter From The President and CEO
Dear Arms Wide Adoption Services family and friends,

This year marks 45 years since Arms Wide Adoption Services began serving children and 
families! I am so grateful to be part of this amazing organization. Thanks to our dedicated 
team of professionals and generous supporters, we experienced growth in both our 
Foster Care Adoption and Post Adoption/Post Permanency Programs over this past year.  
Even with this growth, we know there is more work to be done to address urgent issues 
in child welfare.

Texas is experiencing a foster care capacity crisis, meaning there are not enough families 
for the children being cared for in the foster care system. The number of children who 
were labeled as “Children Without Placement (CWOP)” ranged from 165 in January 
2021 to a high of 416 in July 2021, which meant they slept in offices and hotels instead 
of loving home environments. Most of these children were older youth with significant 
treatment needs. Additionally, there is a staggering occurrence of disproportionality in 
our child welfare system, where Black children are overrepresented in foster care. While 
Black children enter foster care at a rate of twice that of their peers, they often do not 
end up with a family who is equipped to support their cultural identities. 

While these statistics are disheartening, I am proud of our team at Arms Wide for 
boldly addressing these issues. Because of the team’s efforts and your partnership, we 
finished 2021 serving nearly double the number of children in foster care as the previous 
year. In May 2021, we launched a unique initiative called It Takes a Village to disrupt the 
disproportionate representation of Black children in foster care. This initiative focuses 
on family preservation and kinship support, recruiting foster and adoptive families to 
care for Black children, and community outreach and engagement to create a village 
for families caring for these children. As a result of this program, more children we 
supported in foster care are being matched with permanent, culturally supportive 
families, meaning fewer Black youth are lingering in the foster care system. 

And as the sole provider of Post Adoption Services for the regions we serve, we provided 
33% more case management hours to families, resulting in 99% of children in our post 
adoption program successfully remaining with their adoptive families. 

Since we began this transformational work in 1977, we have matched over 2,250 children 
with their forever families and helped countless families thrive through post adoption 
and guardianship support services. Your dedication to our children, families and mission 
makes this work possible. On behalf of our children, families and staff, I say THANK YOU!  
Together, we can continue celebrating families fulfilled for another 45 years and beyond.

With gratitude,

DeJuana S. Jernigan, MSW                                        
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Celebrating 
Families Fulfilled

FULFILLING FAMILIES

January 2021January 2021 March 2021March 2021

July 2021July 2021 August 2021August 2021
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The Bradford Family
 

“This family is forever.”

Emily and Trey Bradford have several family members who were adopted, 
so the idea of adoption has always been in the back of their minds. When 
they struggled to have biological children, they started to consider 
adoption seriously as a way of growing their own forever family. “I was tired 
of wanting to be a mom and not doing anything about it,” Emily said.

“I thought it was going to be so difficult,” Emily said. “Arms Wide made it as easy 
as it could be. They hold your hand, so getting through home study was a breeze.”

Emily and Trey received their license to adopt in the spring of 2020, right 
as the pandemic was beginning to wreak havoc on Houston. With all the 
economic uncertainty, they decided to put their process on hold. By June 
2020, they felt ready; within a month, they were matched with a sibling 

group of five. However, soon after being chosen, the court decided the siblings would remain where they were for 
adoption. Although disappointed, Emily and Trey moved forward committed to finding their forever family.

They met with their Arms Wide adoption coordinator, Roderick Martin, to start the matching process again. Soon 
after that meeting, a caseworker called: two boys desperately needed a home. “We saw a picture of them, and we fell 
in love,” Emily recalled. Three weeks later, they went to Dallas to meet the boys for the first time.

“We saw a picture of them, and we fell in love,” Emily said.

Aidan and Le’Derion, ages 7 and 8, met Emily and Trey in a park with their caseworker. Everyone was nervous and 
unsure about how the meeting would go. Emily remembers one of Aidan’s first timid questions: “Do y’all like to do fun 
things?” Leading up to Christmas, Emily asked the boys to write their wish list for Santa. This was an adjustment for 
the boys as well: one said to the other, “you’re only going to get one Christmas gift anyway, so just pick one and tell 
her.” The feeling of family hit them all on Christmas morning when the boys ran down the stairs and exclaimed, “Santa 
really did come!” That beautiful morning, it was not only about the gifts piled high around the Christmas tree.

Leading up to the finalization on June 9, the boys were excited but had lots of questions. Slowly, they were learning 
that Emily and Trey weren’t going to give up on them. They started to understand that it was safe to talk about their 
feelings and ask, “Is this forever?”

As Emily said, “We realized we’re a family: that they have us and we have them.”

Emily acknowledges that the adoption process can seem daunting. Patience is key, and everything will work out in the 
end. To Emily, adoption has two sides: “one is the comfort of knowing this is forever, the other is grief of the loss of 
the children’s first family. It’s wonderful and really hard at the same time.” Emily encourages future adoptive parents 
to “take the leap of faith because there are kids out there who need parents.” For the Bradfords, this was the hardest 
and best thing they have ever done. But it was all worth it to have their forever family.

 
If you are interested in learning how you can become a foster or adoptive parent,  

please call 713-681-6991 for more information.
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2021 
Program 
Outcomes

Foster Care Adoption
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15,745
Days of care provided 
for 111 children (a 41% 
increase from 2021)

12
Finalized adoptions
• 83% special needs adoptions

7

100%

4
Largest placement: 
4 siblings

19

100%

3
Largest placement: 
3 siblings

7 children adopted by 
their foster parents

Maintained  superior 
success rating in which 
100% of children were 
in safe care

Maintained  superior 
success rating in which  
100% of placements 
became legal finalizations

19 children placed with 
permanent families

About the Children About the Children

17
Age of oldest child: 
17 years

3
Age of youngest child: 
3 days

= 1,000 Days

= 1 adoption

15
Age of oldest child: 
15 years

16
Age of youngest child: 
16 months



Post Permanency Post Adoption 
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709
Services to 709 children,

= 50 children

1,413
1,413 hours of case 
management services = 100 hours

6,751 1576,751 hours of case 
management services 157 children served

1,004 3051,004 hours of therapy 305 hours of therapy

1,283 1751,283 days of respite 
service

175 days of respite 
service

449 449 days in residential 
treatment centers

99% Support for 99% of 
children to remain with 
their adoptive parents



Revenue & Expenses

Revenue

Government Service Fees $2,405,2 44 

Contributions  1,026,892 

Investment Income 1 1 3,590 

United Way 93,688 

Total Support and Revenue $3,639,414

Expenses

Post Adoption / Post Permanency $1,572,59 1       

Foster Care 1,030,482 

Adoption 542 ,5 12 

Management and General Costs 330,644

Total Expenses $3,47 6,229

66%

28%

  3%

  3% 

45%

29%

16%

10%
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$100,000 +

Houston Methodist

Ruth and Anthony J. Nocella

Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption

$50,000-$99,999

The George Foundation

United Way of Greater Houston

$25,000-$49,999

Ascend Performance Materials

The Clayton Fund, Inc.

Henderson-Wessendorff Foundation

MSR Houston Charities

$10,000-$24,999

Amegy Bank

Charity Guild of Catholic Women

George and Mary Josephine Hamman 
Foundation

Albert & Ethel Herzstein Charitable 
Foundation

James Avery

John G. and Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial 
Foundation, Inc.

Kiwanis Foundation of Houston

John P. McGovern Foundation

Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church

FlipCo/VIA Renewables

Texas Center for Child and Family Studies

Kelly and Bill Von Gonten

Woodforest National Bank

$5,000-$9,999

Brandon Davis

Laura and Mark Dobbins

1000 Louisiana/CBRE

Susan Holley

Richard Holt and Mark McMasters

Kim and Scott Martin

Amelia and Jeremy McKnight

Origin Bank

Renaissance Offshore

Ron Romere

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

The Herman and Patsy Smith Charitable 
Foundation

Vivian L. Smith Foundation

Sterling-Turner Foundation

The Trull Foundation

Randa Weiner

Dr. and Mrs. Lacy Williams

$1,000-$4,999

Jennifer Allison

Andrews Foundation

Bank of America

Bank of Houston N.A.

Bank of Texas

Elizabeth and Steven Bender

Family Mora Bernatova

Bonnie and Dennis Berry

Jill George Bomar

Al Buehring

The Harry S. & Isabel C. Cameron 
Foundation

Chase Plastic Services

Chevron

Coastal Bend Community 
Foundation

Cokinos | Young

Comiskey Foundation

ConocoPhillips

Carol Cooley

Krystal Crane Thompson

Heather and Robert Curry

Rachel and Tim Dash

Kris and Chris Dillon

Kira and Christopher Dodd

Angela and Robert Dunlap

Stephen Elison

Genna and Jon Evans 

Catharine and Grant Faulconer

Marcia Fiman

Benjamin and Jennifer Fink

First Colony Church of Christ

Ed Frank 

Margaret Funderberg and Jeff 
McMahon

Gallagher

John Gaylord

Sandy Gibbs

Alicia Gordy

Jeremy Ham

Porter Hedges LLP

Raymond Hafner

Julie and Milton Hempel

Lindsay Isaacs Hirsch

Lispah Hogan

Houston ABA

Houston Orthodontic Specialists

Jason Hubbard

Angela Hylton

Our heartfelt thanks to the 
following donors who made 
gifts between January 1 
and December 31, 2021: 

IndemCo

DeJuana Jernigan and Sharri 
McGlauthing

Peter Johnson

Katie Leonard 

Beth Lindsey

Blair Richardson Loocke

Steve Luckingbeal

Kristen & Joe Lyons

Mike Mahlstedt

Alexandra and Will Maxwell

Flo McGee

April and Wells McGee

Zac McGinnis, Riveron

Glenn and Linda Mealey

Sara Miller

Missouri Street Church of Christ

Momentum Minerals

Sarah Montgomery

Terri and Graham Moore

Louise and Gary Moss

Anthony J. Nocella II

Marla and Paul Oates

Jamie and David Oliver

Linwood Olson

Mark Paull

Luis Perez

The Powell Foundation

Alison Powell

Corine Prieto

Cindy and Peter Retterer

Suzann Richardson

Daria Russell

Stephanie and Scott Sanders

Leslie Sasser

Kathy Schenck

Prem Shroff

Caroline and Justin Simons

Ashley Sloan

Kate Stukenberg

Sulzer Turbo Services Houston

Alicia and Matthew Summers

Jennifer and David Switzer

Garry Tanner

Tara Treleaven

Uncle Funky's Daughter

H. Richard Walton

Chris Wan

Lori and Patrick Willey

Trace Williams

Jennifer Womack

Jessica and Jeff Wood
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$250-$999

AccessRESOURCES

Adair Restaurants Management, LLC

Anonymous

Virginia Allen, M.D.

Lynn Anderson and John Galbraith

Antler Energy

Alan Arduini

Lindley Arnoldy

Mike Barajas

Siva Barnwell Adams

Julie Barrett

Carl Bassewitz

Victoria Benoit

Kristy J. Bradshaw

Freddy Braselton

Lauren Brown

Toni Buehring

Robert Buehring

Patrick Bullion

Elise Bungo

William Byers

Jonathan Callahan

Erin Carbrey

Julie Chen

Roger Cheng

Juliana Chervanick

Jack Christiansen 

Candi A. Clement

Luke Cone

Whitney Cox and Steve Kowalski

Crutchfield Capital

Early Denison

Kimberly Ruth Denmark

Elizabeth DeStephens

Hugh Dobson

Carter and John Dugan

Theresa Eaton

Jason Edgeworth

Ramsay M. Elder

Lindsay Ellis 

Entergy Corporation

Chandos Dodson Epley

Stephanie Evans

Evelyn Fasnacht

Vikki and Kenneth Finley

Allison Flikerski

Dr. Behrouz Forouzan

Rolando Garza

Lauren Hamner

Claudine Hartland

Haymaker Minerals & Royalties

Konnie Haynes-Welsh

Phyllis Head

Tracy Herrmann

Michelle and Brandon Holcomb

Will Holeman

Houston SECC

Kurt J. Hueni

Monica and Burdette Huffman

Julia Jacobson

Hillary Jebbitt

Johnathan Jones

Coble Jorgensen

Steve Kennedy

Ashley Kerr

Paige Kist

Mike Koenig

Elizabeth Labanowski

Sidney Lacey

Molly LaFauci

Jennifer Laporte

Le Amiche Club

Janine Levitch

Heather and R. J. Lingle

John and Beverley Linskey

Samuel Luna

Lynn Luster

Dr. Crystal Martin

Kristi McCarthy

Sara McFaul

Tiffany and Darrell McKown

Jenny A. Moore

Mojdeh Moshkforoush

Candace Mullervy

Allison O'Neill

Sarah W. Ofner 

Katherine and Rufus Oliver

Marisol Olvera

Stephen Pace

Chelsea and Matt Pacey 

Alifiya Pareja

Robin Phillips

Pickering Energy Partners

Plains All American Pipeline, LP

Sarah and Ben Powell

Momotaz Rahman

Solon Rasco

Noelle Reed

Kathleen and Scotty Reynolds

Angela Richards

Annie and Will Richardson

Mrs. Mary Ellen Ried

Kelley Scofield

Scurlock Foundation

Jonathan and Laura Lee Seliger

Shell Oil Company Foundation Matching 
Gifts Program

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L Shelton

Caralisa M. Simon

Jeff Sinda

Vanessa Skrabanek

Steven M. and Vicki Smith Weinberg 
Endowment Fund of Communities 
Foundation

Patty Smolik

Keith A. Storey

Melissa Sugulas

Texla Energy Management, Inc.

David Thaxton

Melissa Turowsky

Donald Uphold

Enrique (Henry) Venta 

Amanda Venta

Audrey, Troy and Regan Vicknair

Kari Wexler

Jack Williams

Laine Williams

Scott Wizig, SWE Homes, LP

Tatianna Yale

Grace Youn Furr

Maryann Zaki

Beth Zdeblick

$100-$249

Alisa Absmeier

Santiago Acuna

Martha Adger

Christina Almy

Karina and Riz Amanullah

Lindsey Amiralai

Georgina Armstrong

Virginia Atwood

The Barlows

Kari Beck

Ryan Beck

Courtney Blair

Jennifer and Dan Blum

Daniel Bluntzer

Michelle Boecker

Pam Brasseux

Lori Bryant

Gemma Burns and Elisa Vega-Burns 

Molly Butkus

Mary Campbell

Tay Carey 

Carrie Carson Fersen
 

FULFILLING FAMILIES
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Whitney Casas

Allison Chavez

Lucia Clark

Kelly Peterson Cliburn 

Ryan Cunningham

Mary S Dawson 

Heather Deiss

Joel Dietz and Cory Jensen 

Lauren Dodd

Amy Doherty

Peter Doyle

Sydney Eifler

Julia Engelbrink

Elana Evans

Mandi Fields

Allie Fields

Angela Fox 

Patrick Garner

Jennie Getten

Abbie Giraud

Katie Bailey Grahmann

Jacob Greathouse

Jocelyn Greely 

Lindsay Grossman

Laura Guillory

Lytch Gutmann

Alyson Haas

Margaux Harbin

Stephanie Herbert Wiegand

Kara Hilliard

Ronda Holladay

Amber Howard

Jim and Jenny Johnson

Rod Johnson

Jayne Johnston

Tanner Jones

Patrick Jordan

Cheryl Jordan

Jennifer Kane

Katherine Kapinos

Cathy Kim-Gray

Shannon and Cooper Kinney

Elizabeth Kohlhausen 

Bridgett Kristiansen

Stacie Lalendorff

David Lam

Mayleen Tsang

Heart and Soul Resale

Camille Mikhail

Christina Milligan

Emily Mills

John Moffitt



Gail and Glen Nelson

Laura and Ralph Overturf

Nahid and Shervin Pahlavan

Dylan Parker

Emily and Sheldon Person

Jeffrey Phillips

Caitlin and Ryan Pickard

Leslie Pitts

Cynthia and Rob Pitts 

Laura Pojar

Bhavna Puri

Christine Raborn

Erica Radcliffe

Timothy Raub

Arianne Riebel

Peggy Roe

Brian Romere

Liz Ross

Carolyn Sabat

Hossein Safadaran 

Jason Safier

Jacob Joseph Salas

Kirsten and Adam Schachter

Scott Schaefer

Pat and Alec Shrader

SECC Coastal Bend

Corey Shannon

Victor Shen

Janice Shih

Judy Smith

Jeff Solberg

Katherine Speed

Austin Standley

Karen Sumner

Jenni Swyka

Natalie Synnott

Drew Tolson

Sarah Tucker

Laurie and Doug Vander Ploeg

Bill Whitworth

Karen Wong

Lyndsey Zorich

Monthly Givers

Candi A. Clement

First Colony Church of Christ

Missouri Street Church of Christ

Solon Rasco

Donald D. Uphold

Lori and Patrick Willey

Gifts In Honor Of

MEGAN CONWAY

     Kirsten and Adam Schachter

CHRIS DODD

     Mandi Fields

     Lauren Dodd

JESUS GRIMALDO

     Vikki and Kenneth Finley

DEJUANA JERNIGAN

     Gemma Burns and Elisa Vega-Burns

STEVE KENNEDY

     Ed Frank

SHANNON KINNEY

     Herman and Patsy Smith       
     Charitable Foundation

EUGENE AND ROSIE L. LACEY

    Sidney Lacey

KRISTIN AND MIKE LAWRENCE

     Muhammad Khan

RUTH AND TONY NOCELLA

     Angela Fox

     Kris and Chris Dillon

     Anthony J. Nocella II

LINWOOD OLSON AND 
KRISTEN OLSON LYONS

     Katherin and Rufus Oliver

ANNIE RICHARDSON

     Blair and Bryan Loocke

 BRIAN ROMERE

     Ed Frank

STEPHANIE SANDERS

     Kelly Peterson Cliburn

     Jessica and Jeff Wood

     Genna and Jon Evans

TARA TRELEAVEN

     Heather and R.J. Lingle

     Ryan Kioumehr

AMANDA VENTA

     Enrique (Henry) Venta

Gifts In Memory Of

VICKEY GIBBS

    DeJuana Jernigan and Sharri                  
     McGlauthing

DR. VIRGINIA REPER

     Cynthia Couch and Rob Pitts

GENEVA ROTON

     Joel Dietz and Cory Jensen

JOSIE WILSON

     Margaret Daffin

Gifts In-Kind

Adair Concepts

Aerodome Ice Skating Complex

Alto

Amegy Bank

ARMANDOS

Ascend Performance Materials

BB's Tex-Orleans

Berg Hospitality Group

Buffalo Bayou Partnership

Chapter AE P.E.O.

Children's Museum Houston

Doris Metropolitan

Freya

Gallagher

George Ranch Historical Park

Kasi Greathouse

Gringo's Mexican Kitchen

H-E-B

Hamilton Shirts

Harris County Department of Education

Heather Holmes

Houston Astros

Houston Museum of Natural Science

Houston Threads

Htown Restaurant Group

Kay Lynn Jenkins

Joyce's Seafoodand Steaks

Steve Kennedy

KPMG, LLC

Will Maxwell

Zach Maxwell

Mister Car Wash

Nice Winery

Niko Niko's Greek and American Cafe

Panera

Perry's Steakhouse and Grille

Robin Phillips

Phoenicia Specialty Foods

Planet Fitness
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Rack Room Shoes

Momotaz Rahman and Johnathan 
Jones

Rice University Baker Institute

Spec's

St. Francis Episcopal School

Erica Stidham

Sloan Storkle

Style by Ellzey

Lena Talbot

Taste of Texas

The Moody Mansion Museum

The Wine Man

Together We Rise

Michael Tsang

Warby Parker

Thank you for your tremendous 
support. We could not match our 

children with forever families 
without you.



6925 Portwest Drive, Suite 110
Houston, TX 77024
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“We found that Arms Wide Adoption Services was a small group 
of people that were willing to help families like ourselves who 

were wanting to grow.”

—RaKeesha Reeves-Pelt, Arms Wide Adoption Services Adoptive Mom
Finalized July 2021 


